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BMA BULKHEAD REPLACEMENT SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

March 6, 2022 

Time: 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

Location: South Camano Grange: 2227 S. Camano Dr., Camano Island WA 98282 

1. The Brutus Maintenance Association (BMA) Board and the Bulkhead Committee held a 

special meeting of the Association to update the members on the status of the bulkhead 

replacement project.  

a. 16 households were in attendance: 12 at the Grange and 4 by Zoom 
b. Ron L. was surprised and found it interesting, when doing the math, that 55% of the 

22 homes in the association have had some part in the responsibility and leadership 
for research and recommendations of the bulkhead project since it began. 
 

The following provides the talking points of what was presented. The details from Dennis S., 

Bulkhead Committee Chairperson, are attached. The purpose of the meeting is for the BMA 

Bulkhead Committee to present updated detailed information to the community and respond 

to questions. 

2. Call to order by Ken Harvey 4:00pm. 
a. Ken welcomed new neighbors, the Skillingsteads. 
b. Ken thanked the Bulkhead Committee and explained the purpose and process for 

meeting. 
 
3. Dennis Stettler, Bulkhead Committee Chairperson, provided an update for progress of 

bulkhead (full presentation with details of the talking points below are attached). 
a. Introduced and thanked the BMA Bulkhead Committee members 
b. Reviewed  BMA Bulkhead Obligations 
c. Brief Summary of Information from March 7, 2020 Meeting 
d. Progress of Bulkhead Design and Permitting – 2020 to now 
e. November 2021 Winter Storm Damage 
f. Current status 

4. Comments and Questions from the membership 
a. Is it currently a liability issue to access the beach and use the trail? 

i. Board will look into this right away. 
ii. It is recognized that the access has not changed over the last 20 years or so 

but board will look into it and see what can be done. 
b. What is the current status regarding discussions with Chris Sweeney considering our 

bulkheads connect and we have a legal reciprocal agreement? 
i. Ken has had conversations with Sweeney; had not been tracking the status of 

the bulkhead (not a fulltime resident); appreciated being brought up to 
speed; some concern about water entering from behind his bulkhead. 
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ii. Design for new bulkhead includes L where Brutus bulkhead connects to 
Sweeney bulkhead to be added for additional protection for Brutus if 
Sweeney bulkhead fails. 

iii. Ken has shared technical reports we’ve received. 
iv. Including Sweeney bulkhead in our replacement is not an option as it would 

require us to start the permitting process over. 
c. What is the action plan for temporary repairs? 

i. Agencies will only look at actions that are temporary such as large 
rock/riprap where the bulkhead failed or “monster” sandbags that weigh 
about 1,000 pounds. Island County has not approved these emergency 
responses to date. Representatives of the Board and/or Bulkhead Committee 
are doing site visits and documenting changes to date. At this point there are 
not any major changes noted. Any items used for emergency repair would all 
need to be removed upon construction of the bulkhead. 

ii. Timeline of temporary emergency repairs would potentially be along the 
same timeline as the replacement timeline due to substantial backlog of 
applications in the county docket. Island County does not have a timeline for 
us. We are fortunate to not have any further significant erosion. 

iii. Should we be topping the trees on the bluff to reduce the chance of wind 
taking them down and damaging the bulkhead? 

1. Fred Allie had someone looking at them and the committee will look 
at this further as to what we can do on our own and what needs to be 
approved by the county. The understanding is Island County has 
jurisdiction over trees along shoreline. 

iv. Past Information and Current information going forward will be posted to the 
BMA website 

Ken thanked the Bulkhead Committee for their dedicated work; thanked those attending; 
thanked the Comerfords for their internet access; offered appreciation to the ZOOM attendees 
for their patience with the audio issues. The board will look at what we can do to enhance the 
Zoom meeting experience. 
 
Meeting adjournment by Ken Harvey at 5:30 pm 


